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Meet Mrs. Olson 
4th  year as Gifted Specialist at Norterra Canyon 

27th year as a certified teacher in Arizona

DVUSD Gifted Leadership Team Member

AZ Teaching Endorsements:
Gifted Specialist, Reading Specialist, 
Structured English Immersion, Early Childhood &
Highly Qualified Middle School ELA

National Board Certified Teacher in Early/Middle Childhood Literacy

I lived in NYC before moving to Arizona in 3rd Grade & attended 
DVUSD schools-  Park Meadows to DVMS, DSMS and graduated 
from DVHS! 

I’m a UofA Wildcat & an ASU Sun Devil, Mom to 2 incredible sons 
(one Wildcat/one Lumberjack)  &  Wife to Mr. Olson, an engineer 
(another Wildcat)

Loves to travel, hike, read, garden, and enjoys art  & loves teaching 
and learning!   



Identification for Gifted Services
In DVUSD, students are assessed in three areas (Verbal, 

Quantitative, & Nonverbal) using the CogAT assessment. 

In Arizona, students are identified gifted in each area when 
they score 97% or above on the CogAT.  At Norterra 
Canyon,  we offer gifted services for students who score at 
or above 95% in one or more of the areas tested.  

Verbal: most closely aligns with our ELA classes; 
Quantitative: most closely aligns with our Math classes; 

Nonverbal: relates to spatial awareness and gifts aligned 
with STEM design/puzzles/ structural building &design



Gifted Services at NC
Depending on student grade level and area of identification, 

at Norterra Canyon we offer the following gifted services:   

In Grades K- 5, students identified as gifted in any of the three areas (through formal 
gifted testing) are placed in our gifted cluster classrooms. 



Gifted Cluster Classrooms

Cluster grouping is a full day gifted service model. Gifted students are 
grouped together in a classroom with teachers who are trained to 
adapt the curriculum and environment for gifted students. 

Program Benefits
Gifted students benefit from being grouped with their intellectual peers 
within a differentiated and enriching classroom. They participate in 
critical thinking, inquiry, and problem solving. Students are empowered 
to become organized, self-directed, lifelong learners.

Classroom compositions are carefully structured with two main goals: 
1. ensure that there is a balance of student abilities throughout the 
grade level, and 2. reduce the range of student abilities found in any 
one classroom.   Acceleration opportunities are available and
considered based on individual readiness and needs.



SPARK Enrichment

SPARK stands for Supporting Potential and Achievement in 
Remarkable Kids.  While this DVUSD content enrichment program is 
primarily for gifted students, it also applies to high achieving students 
and students with high potential.

Each DVUSD school adapts the program to best meet the needs of its 
students and community.  

At NC, identified students in Grades 1-6 work with me for 20 - 30 
minutes daily in an ungraded enrichment period during their grade 
level MTSS time.   They do no miss any grade level content or learning 
experiences. 

Materials used: Jacob’s Ladder Reading Comprehension, Junior Great 
Books, Novel Studies, Project Based Learning Scenarios and Math 
Challenges



IBMYP Advanced ELA 
Students in Grades 6-8 who are identified as verbally gifted are 
included in our Advanced 6th, 7th or 8th Grade sections of ELA. 

Other students who may not be identified as gifted, but have been 
recommended by teachers or requested placement in Advanced ELA 
will be considered for placement if they have highly proficient scores 
on state/district ELA assessments, strong RI scores, high grades in 
their previous ELA class, and are expressing the desire for more 
challenge in ELA. 

Advanced ELA teachers have access to Junior Great Books 
Roundtable series to enrich the adopted Connections ELA curriculum.  
They may also conduct novel studies with texts selected specifically 
for Advanced/Gifted ELA students.  Project based learning may also 
be included in these Advanced sections. 



Walk Up Math in Grades 4-8
Students identified as gifted in math in grades 4-8, Walk Up to the 
grade level above for their math instruction.  *In some cases, students who have 
shown mastery may walk-up more than one grade level for their math instruction. Students requesting 
multiple grade levels of math acceleration must take a math walk up exam and earn a high level of 
proficiency on the grade level they would like to accelerate beyond to be eligible.  This test is given in the 
spring. 

All walk-up math periods are scheduled for the last period of the day 
so  students can leave their grade level homeroom class and join the 
grade level above for instruction.  Their walk up math teacher is their 
primary contact for questions and will give all grades for math.   

7th & 8th graders taking High School Algebra and Geometry receive 
their accelerated math instruction from BGHS before our school day 
begins at Norterra Canyon. 

*Please note, Arizona requires all students in grades 3-8 to take AZM2 Math Testing at 
the end of the year at their homeroom grade level regardless of their current level of 
math instruction.  



SAGE Math ¾ 
3rd Graders who are identified as gifted in math meet with me each Mon 
- Thursday from 10:15 - 11:15 and Friday from 11:10- 12:10.  They also 
work with me for MTSS/WIN TIME 12:00-12:20 daily. This is a graded, 
class with accelerated pacing. 

In Q1, we’ll learn Grade 3 Module 1 & 3 about multiplication/division and 
place value.  Then we’ll move to Grade 4 Module 1 which goes into 
mult-digiti multiplication and division.   We use Eureka Math, Dreambox 
and Marcy Cook Math. 



How can you best support your 
child?
Make sure the kids have what they need for learning and practice at home.   

You might make sure the kids show you how to access Canvas in case of absences. 

Once they have what they need for materials and access...let them fly!  Know they may 
stumble, it’s ok!  Humans stumble, then we get back up and try again. 

Learning to problem solve when failure occurs &  learning to persist and 
persevere may be among the best lessons the kids learn during this 
#extraordinary time in education!  They may need your help or my help to problem solve, but if we 
continually solve all of their problems...they don’t develop those muscles!  They may need suggestions..ask a 
friend, search online, ask your teacher certain questions..you may even need to help them brainstorm those 
questions to ask.  But everytime we do the asking for the kids, we are robbing them of a chance to learn to 
solve problems on their own. 

Students need to take responsibility for their own learning once we know they have 
what they need.  The more we give the kids reminders, the less they have to take that 
responsibility on themselves and they just start to tune us out, because they know they 
can wait and we’ll tell them again.  Whatever you can do to make them know you are 
only going to give an instruction/direction once, the faster they will learn, they need to 
be listening the first time. I’ll try to hold to that there too! 



Gifted Cluster & Advanced 
Teaching Team at NC

1st Grade: Mrs. Melissa Vasquez
2nd Grade: Mrs. Karla O'Brien
3rd Grade: Mrs. Leslie Harris

3/4 SAGE Math: Mrs. Dawn Olson
4th Grade: Ms. Kelcie Dittrick 
5th Grade: Mr. Wesley Harder 

IB Advanced/Walk Up Team (6-8)
6th Advanced ELA: Mrs. Michelle Sears  Walk Up Math: Ms. Jill Barron

7th Advanced ELA: Ms. Stacy Mahoney   Walk Up Math: Mrs. Christine Hartford
8th Advanced ELA: Mrs. Andrea Kinzler   Walk Up Math: Ms. Carol Bi

Algebra 1/2 Honors and Geometry 1/2 Honors: BGHS Bigger Bite of High School 
Program

 What is the Gifted Cluster Model? 

Cluster grouping is a full day service model. Gifted students are grouped, typically 4‐8 identified students, in a 
classroom with teachers who are trained to adapt the curriculum and environment for gifted learners. These teachers 

understand and value the unique academic and emotional needs of gifted students and have built a classroom 
environment that challenges students in every content area. Gifted students benefit from being grouped with their 
intellectual peers within a differentiated and enriching classroom. They participate in critical thinking, inquiry, and 

problem solving. Students are empowered to become organized, self‐directed, lifelong learners. Classroom 
compositions are carefully structured with two main goals: to ensure that there is a balance throughout the grade level, 

and to reduce the learning range found in any given classroom. This system provides opportunities for teachers to 
more readily respond to the needs of all their students. Acceleration opportunities are available and considered based 

on individual readiness and needs.

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/51084
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/35567
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/6915
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/6516
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/28311
mailto:wesley.harder@dvusd.org
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/6024
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/9855
https://www.dvusd.org/nc-hartford
https://www.dvusd.org/nc-kinzler


Where to Find Support:
Please email: Dawn.Olson@dvusd.org  with any 
questions you may have at all to set a time to 
Zoom/talk! 

NC Gifted Services Website  
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/56021

DVUSD Gifted Services Website
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/95

Norterra Canyon Front Office 623-445-8200

mailto:Dawn.Olson@dvusd.org
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/56021
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/95

